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The diarist of Ch* ang ch'un's travels (see p. 70) notices in Central Asia a realm of the P*u-su-man, the ruler of which seems to have had his residence at Almalik. r'li-su-man is evidently the same as Biissurman of the ancient Russian annals, by which name the Mohammedans are always to be understood (Kaiaiuzm, iv. 104). Fl. Carpini states (749, 750): " De terra Cangitarwn (Kankalis) intravimus terrain Mserminorum. Isti homines linguam Comanicam (Kipchak) loquebantur, et adlmc loquuntur; sed legem Sarracenorum tenent," &c. But generally P. Carpini terms the Mohammedans Sar-racens, as do also Rubruck and M. Polo.
I may quote a statement from the Yuan ch*ao pi shi pointing to the fact that even before the rise of Chinghiz Mohammedan merchants carried on trade with the nomad tribes m the most eastern pcirt of Mongolia, Wo read there: " "When Chinghiz was encamping on the Lake JBaldjuna (in I203),656 a Surtatai (i.e., a native of the country of the Sarts, a Mohammedan) by name Asan (Hassan), arrived from Alahushi digit huri c66 of the tribe Wangut. He had taken along with him a thousand sheep and a white camel, for his passage down the river JSrgunie?*1 to barter for sable and squirrel furs. When he stopped at the lake he met with Chinghiz,"
The conqueet of Chinghiz and his successors had opened a highway of communication between the east and west of Asia; and western people began to frequent the far east, and even to settle there, The Mongol emperors patronised the colonisation of China by foreigners; and with respect to the Mohammedans, it seems that
6615 The Mohammedan authors also mention Ohmghiz encamping there, but they speak of a river Baldjuna (d'Ohsson, i. 72) the Baldjuna lake, from which the Tura river takes rise, lies south of Chita, in Transbaikalia.
m AlakusK ttfcin hurt of Raehid, chief of the Ortgut tribe (d'Ohsson,
i. B4).
6<)7 The river Argwi, a tributary of the Amur. It comes out from the northern corner of Lake Kulon nor, into which the Kerulun empties itself from the south.